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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 6179 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, CO 

SUBJECT: FY 75 FMS LOAN FOR COLOMBIA 
REF: STATE 149824/BOGOTA 5978 

1. AS WE STATED IN REFTEL THE FAILURE OF THE COLOMBIANS 

TO SIGN THE FMS LOAN BY THE REQUIRED DATE DOES NOT MEAN THAT 
THEY ARE NOT INTERESTED IN RECEIVING CREDIT ASSISTANCE FROM US. 
FURTHER PROOF OF THIS CAME YESTERDAY, JULY 2, WHEN THE SYG 
OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ADVISED THE CHIEF OF THE MILGROUP 
THAT PROSIDENT LOPEZ HAD GIVEN ORAL APPROVAL TO PROCEED 
WITH THE 17 MILLION DOLLAR FMS CREDIT OFFER. THE COLOMBIAN 
OFFICIAL FURTHER STATED THAT THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE HAD ADVISED 
AMBASSADOR TURBAY IN WASHDC THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD FORMALLY 
APPROVE THE LOAN AFTER ALL THE ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
HAD BEEN COMPLETED. 

2. WE REPEAT OUR REQUEST CONTAINED REFTEL THAT WE FIND 

A WAY TO BE RESPONSIVE AND HELPFUL IN THE PRESENT SITUATION. 
AMBASSADOR WILL BE IN WASHDC JULY 7 THRU 1 1 AND WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FOR CONSULTATIONS IN P/M. AND OTHER INTERESTED 
OFFICES. 
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